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This is the English translation of LouisianaΩs official bid document submitted in its original 
French version to the Société Nationale de lΩAcadie (SNA) on March 31st, 2009 as part of 
the selection process for the host area of the 2014 Congrès mondial acadien. 
 
At the beginning of each section, there is a short text in larger italic print.  These questions 
and topics are copied straight from the SNA guidelines for the bid document and are how 
LouisianaΩs bid will be evaluated.  
 
The selection committeeΩs evaluation of LouisianaΩs bid was completed on June 23rd after 
a two-hour presentation by the committee and community members, visits of Houma, 
Lake Charles, Lafayette and their respective civic centers and performance venues. 
 
The announcement of the winning area will be made by the SNA on August 9th in 
Caraquet, New Brunswick during the 2009 Congrès mondial acadien in the Acadian 
Peninsula. 
 
I would like to thank all the committee members who contributed to the content of 
LouisianaΩs bid as well as Nicole Boudreau who revised the original French document and 
Michelle Fiedler who revised the translated document. 
 
 
Rachelle Dugas 
Bid Coordinator
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1.1   The Congrès mondial acadien  
In 1992, a group of Acadians had an idea: bring all the Acadians of the world together for 
an immense gathering.  This gathering, named Congrès mondial acadien (CMA), had as its 
mission "to develop closer ties between Acadians all over the world".  The first celebration 
changed the Acadian world forever.   
 
History 
Southeastern New Brunswick took on the challenge of presenting the first CMA and the 
presence of official institutions such as the University of Moncton, as well as more popular 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŦǊƻƭƛŎǎ ŀŎŀŘƛŜƴǎέΣ contributed to making the event such a resounding 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƻƭƛŘƛŦƛŜŘ !ŎŀŘƛŜΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ /ƻƴƎǊŝǎ 
recognized the importance of the Acadian Diaspora by heading to Louisiana where Cajuns 
celebrated with thousands of their cousins from the North.  The impact of this Congress is 
still palpable in Acadie du Sud,where the state has since seen a growth of immersion 
programs and reemergence of cultural pride, especially within the baby-boomer 
generation. 
 
The third Congrès brings Acadians back to their 
native soil in Nova Scotia.  For the numerous 
Acadians who participated, this was an occasion to 
see the reality of Acadian Nova Scotia, that is to say, 
a fragmented Acadie in a mostly English-speaking 
province.  This also became their chance to visit 
mythical regions such as Chéticamp and Baie Sainte-
Marie where the people have peculiar accents and a 
typical, but still relevant, Acadian way of life. 
 
Acadie is now preparing for the fourth edition that 
promises to be the Congrès of the future.  New 
technology and reflections on the future of the 
Acadian people are on tap.  The Acadian Peninsula will position itself as a bastion of 
contemporary Acadian culture.   

Photo: François Gaudet 
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1.2   The Congrès mondial acadien in Louisiana  
 
The Acadian community of Louisiana is proud to present this bid and hopes to be 
designated host region of the fifth Congrès mondial acadien. As reflected in the following 
sections of this document, several factors motivate this desire to host Acadie in 2014. 
Before continuing, however, this enthusiastic and dynamic Acadian community wishes to 
clarify its most important motivation: quite simply, this is the right time.  

ǐ the best time to give this honor to a community that has strived to follow in 
the footsteps of its Acadian cousins for hundreds of years;  

ǐ the time to support a new generation of Acadian leaders that is beginning to 
emerge in Louisiana;  

ǐ the time to put all Acadians to the challenge of supporting an Acadian 
community facing a devastating environmental crisis;  

ǐ the time to provide opportunities for young Acadians from around the world 
to discover the connections between them;  

ǐ the time to celebrate together our vibrant Acadie. 

 
 
The vision 

Louisiana's Congrès mondial acadien will celebrate Acadian culture by presenting diverse 
and interactive activities:  

ǐ that reunite and build permanent connections between Cajuns, Acadians and 
the surrounding cultures; 

ǐ that showcase the unique, diverse, genuine and engaging spirit of the people 
and their traditions in Southern Louisiana; 

ǐ that mandate the continued evolution of the native French language and 
culture by all members of the community; 

ǐ that support the young people in making it their own; 
ǐ and that will have long lasting impact on the lives and communities of Cajuns 

and Acadians worldwide. 
 
 
The mission 

Louisiana's CMA will reconnect Acadians, descendants of the French who settled Acadie in 
the 17th and 18th centuries, in a celebration of shared heritage and unique differences in 
order to mobilize all Acadians, and the youth in particular, to participate in the continued 
expression of the native French language and culture. 
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Louisiana supplies 25% of all seafood consumed in the United States.  
 
The state ranks first in oyster production with a 170 million dollar a year 
industry.  
 
Furthermore, it annual crawfish production is an impressive 45.4 million 
kg per year.  
 

1.3   Louisiana  
Louisiana is a southern state of the United States that is rich in Acadian culture and 
history. It differs from its neighboring states by the role it has played in the development 
of Acadian culture since the arrival of the Acadians in 1764.  
 
[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΩǎ ōƛŘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ !ŎŀŘƛŀƴŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-two 
parishes in the southern area of the State that stretches from the Texas border to the 
region south of New Orleans. This region has been called Acadiana since 1971 when the 
Legislature officially recognized the presence of French and Acadian heritage in these 
parishes.  
 
Acadiana has approximately the same population as the provinces of Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland and Labrador combined. The vast majority of the 
population works in retail, healthcare, manufacturing, hospitality 
and catering, as well as in the oil industry. The corporate world is 
quite strong in Acadiana, especially in Lafayette where we find, in 
this parish alone, seventeen company headquarters. It is also less 
affected by the national economic crisis thanks to the strength of the 
oil industry in the regional market.  
 
Acadians in Louisiana also work in certain more traditional industries 
such as fishing and agriculture. For example, it is interesting to note 
that nationally, Louisiana is the second largest producer of sugar 
cane and sweet potatoes, the third largest rice producer and the fifth 
in cotton production. Livestock and food processing are also very important to the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ 
of this state are resourceful and they turn to nature for their livelihoods. Several 
techniques and harvesting methods used today date from the arrival of the Acadians 
several hundred years ago. 
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1.4   Acadians and Cajuns: the Acadians of South  
 
The Acadians arrived in Louisiana in 1764 when 1,500 Acadians settled along the 
Mississippi River. Ultimately, nearly a quarter of all Acadians made their way to Louisiana 
and started a new life in this subtropical region. This change of climate forced the 
Acadians of Louisiana to adapt, to change their cuisine and their way of life. Despite these 
challenges, they persisted and were very successful. However, from 1915 on, the political 
environment began to influence the Acadian community in Louisiana. Bills relating to the 
use of French in school were passed and English became the sole language of education of 
the state. One might think that this was not so serious but at the time, the children knew 
only the language of their parents: French. So, an entire generation of young Acadians 
began school without understanding the language of instruction. Consequently, many 
children were punished and ridiculed at school. These children grew up, became parents 
themselves and to protect their own children from the misery they experienced, they did 
ƴƻǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ CǊŜƴŎƘΦ .ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩt teach them the 
language of their ancestors, the language which would have enabled them to 
communicate with their grandparents. This cycle repeated itself for several generations 
and the state was slow to adapt and give Acadians the opportunity to focus on French. 
The 1980s brought the growth of immersion programs in Acadiana. However, with this 
growth comes the need for reeducation to help the population understand the 
importance of the language in relation to their cultural identity.  
 
The Cajuns of Louisiana consider themselves Acadian. They share a historical memory with 
their cousins from the North, however, their environment has obliged them to find a 
name that suited those with whom they cohabitate. Acadian has become Cajun which 
become Cadien (cad-jin) in French. Cajuns of Louisiana are proud that the name Cajun is 
known across the world, especially in reference to their cuisine and music. In fact, they are 
not so different from Acadians that live elsewhere, as they are immersed in an English-
speaking environment but they still survive even without the support of a policy on 
bilingualism.  
 
The Acadian community of Louisiana is quite large. It is 
estimated that there are over 600,000 Cajuns living in the 
state and 3 million living elsewhere. The Acadian 
presence in Louisiana is visible. For example, the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette established itself as 
ǘƘŜ άUniversité des Acadiensέ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊƘŜŀŘΦ 
Moreover, the largest ambulance service in the region is 
called Acadian Ambulance and uses the Cajun flag as a 
logo. Similarly, just by opening a telephone book you 
could feel like you are in an Acadian region of Canada if it 
were not for the "x" at the end of French surnames. Even 
major events during the year, such as Noël au Village 

Photo :  
Acadian Ambulance 


