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This ighe English translation dfouisian&@ official bid documensubmited in its oiginal
French version to th&ociété Nationale d@lcadie(SNApPn March 31, 2009as part of
the selection pocess for thehost area of the 2014 Congrés mondial acadien.

At the beginningof each section, theresa short textin larger italic pint. Thesequestions
and topicsare copied straight from th&NA guidlines for the biddlocument and ardow
Louisian& bidwill be evaluated.

Theselection committe@ evaluation of Louisiagabid was compted on June 23 after
a two-hour presentation k the comnittee and community memberwisits d Houma,
Lake Charled afgette andtheir respectivecivic centersand performare vemes.

Theannouncemenbf the winning area will be made by the SNA on Augllsh9
Caraquet New Brunwickduring the 2009Congrés mondial acadiémthe Acadian
Peninsula.

| would like to thankall thecommittee membersvho contributed to the content of

Louisian& bid as well aklicole Boudreau who revised the original French document a
Michelle Fedler who revised the translated document.

Rachelle Dgas
Bid Coordinator
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1.1 The Congres mondial acadien
In 1992, a group of Adianshadan idea: bring all the Acadians of the world together fof
an immense gathering. This gathering, named Congrés mondial acadien (CMA), had as its
mission "to develogloserties between Acadians all over the world". The first celebratjon

changedhe Acadian world forever.

History
Southeastern New Brunswick took on the challenge of presenting the first CMA and the

presence of official institutions such as the University of Moncton, as well as more popular
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recognized the importance of the Acadian Diaspora by heading to Louisiana where Clajuns

celebrated with thousands of thefiousins from the North. The impact of this Congressg is

still palpable in Acadie du Sud,whéhe state has since seergaowth of immersion
programs and reemergence of cultural pride, especially within the {baioyner
generation.

The third Congrés brgs Acadians back to their
native soil in Nova Scotia. For the numerous
Acadiansvho participated, this was an occasion to g
see the reality of Acadian Nova Scotia, that is to saj
a fragmented Acadie in a mostly Englggieaking
province. This also becartieeir chance to visit
mythical regions such as Chéticamp and Baie Sain{g’\ s
Marie where the people haveeculiaraccents and a 4
typical, but still relevant, Acadian way of life.

Acadie isnow preparing for the fourthedition that
promises to be th&Congresf the future. New
technology and reflections on the future of the
Acadian people are otap. The Acadian Peninsula will position itself as a bastion of
contemporary Acadian culture.

Photo: Francois Gaudet
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1.2 The Congres mondial acadien in Louisiana

The Acadian communitf Louisiana is proud to present this bid and hopes to be
designated host region of the fiftBongres mondial acadieAs reflected in the following
sections of this document, several factors motivate this desire to Aoatiein 2014.
Before continuinghowever, this enthusiastic and dynamic Acadian community wishes
clarify its most important motivatiorguite simply, this is the right time.

The vision

Louisiana'€€ongrés mondial acadiewill celebrate Acadian culture by presemidiverse
and interactive activities:

-

—_—( =—C

The mission

Louisiana's CMA will reconnect Acadians, descendants of the French who settled Ac
the 17th and 18th centuries, in a celebration of shared heritage and unique difference
order to mobilize all Acadians, and the yoithparticular, to participate in the continued
expression of the native French language and culture.

the best time to give this honor to a community that has strived to follow in
the footsteps of its Acadian coms for hundreds of years;

the time to support a new generation of Acadian leaders that is begirtning
emerge in Louisiana;

the time to put all Acadians to the challenge of supporting an Acadian
community facing a devastatirenvironmental crisis;

the time to provide opportunities for young Acadians from around the worl
to discover the connectionsetween them;

the time to celebrate together our vibrant Acadie.

that reunite and build permanent connections between Cajuns, Acadians s
the surrounding cultures;
that showcase the unique, diverse, genuine and engaging spirit of the peog
and their traditions in Southern Louwasia;

that mandate the continued evolution of the native French language and
culture by all members of the community;

that support the young people in making it their own;

—
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and that will have long lasting impact on the lives and communities of Cajuins

and Acdians worldwide.
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1.3 Louisiana

Louisiana is a southern state of the United Stdked is rich in Acadian culture and
history. It differs from its neighboring states the role it has played in the development
of Acadian culture since the arrival of tAeadians in 1764

[ 2dZA AA LYl Q4 O0AR F20dzaSa 2y | NB3wRy OHffSR ! OFRAL YL
parishes in the southern area of tigate that stretches from th&exas border to the
region southof New Orleans. This region has beatied Acadiana since 1971 when the
Legislature officially recognized the presence of FremehAcadian heritage in these
parishes.

Acadiana has approximately the same populationhasprovinceof Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland and Labrador combined. The vast majority of the

population works in retail, healthcare, manufacturing, hospitality

and catering, as well as in the oil industry. The corporate world is

quite strong in Acadian&specially in Lafayette where we find, in

this parish alone, seventeen company headquarters. It is also less ‘

affected by the national economic crisis thanks to the strength of the

oil industry in the regional market.
Acadians in Louisiana also work imtagn more traditional industries ' {
7T

such as fishing and agriculture. For example, it is interesting to not -'
that nationally, Louisiana is the second largest producer of sugar ~!’é"

cane and sweet potatoes, the third largest rice producer and the fifth « 8 ‘

in cotton production. Livestock and food processing are also very important to the Q

aidlFiSQa SO2y2Yeéd ¢KS NBIfAGE 2F [2dAanNlylQad AyRdzadN
of this state are resourceful and they turn to nature for their livelihoods. Several

techniques and harvesting methods used today date from the arrival of the Acadians
several hundred yeamsgo.

Louisiana supplies 25% of all seafood consumed in the United States

The state ranks first in oyster production with a 170 million dollar a ye|
industry.

Furthermore,it annual crawfish production is an impressive 45.4 millio

kg per year.

LOUISTIANE 7




CMA+201H4

1.4 Acadians and Cajuns: the Acadians of South

The Acadians arrived in Louisiana in 1764 when 1,500 Acadians settled along the
Mississippi RivelUltimately, nearly a quarter of all Acadiangde their way to Louisiana
and stared a new life in this subtropical regioihis change of climate forcétue
Acadians of Louisiana to adapt, to change their cuisine and their way of life. Despite {hese
chdlenges, they persisd and werevery successful. However, from 1915 on, the political
environment began to influence the Acadian community in Louisiana. Bills relating to fthe
use of French in school wepassedand English became the sole language of atloa of
the state. One might think that this was not so serious but at the time, the children kn
only thelanguage of their parent$irench. So, an entire generation of young Acadians
began school without understanding the language of instruction. Gpresgly, many
children were punished and rididad at school. These children grew up, beegparents
themselves and to protect their own children from thésery they experienced, they did
y2G GSIFOK GKSY CNBYyOK® . St A Swdachthemiitie S &
language of their ancestors, the language which wdaldeenabled them to
communicate with their grandparents. This cycle repeated itself for several generations
and the state was slow to adapt and give Acadians the opportunity to fat&sench.
The 1980s brought the growth of immersion programs in Acadiana. However, with this
growth comes the need for reeducation to help the population understand the
importance of the language in relation to their cultural identity.
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The Cajuns of Laiana consider themselves Acadian. They share a historical memory| with
their cousins from the North, however, their environment has obliged them to find a
name that suited those with whom tlyecohabitate. Acadian has become Gajhich
becomeCadien (ca4in) in French. Cajuns of Louisiana are proud that the name Cajun|is
known across the world, especially in reference to their cuisine and music. In fact, they are
not so different from Acadianhat liveelsewhere, as they are immersed in an English
speakimy environmentut they still surviveevenwithout the support of a policy on
bilingualism.

The Acadian community of Louisiana is quite large. It is
estimated that there ar@ver 600000 Cajuns living in the
stateand 3 million livingglsewhere TheAcadan

presence in Louisiana is visible. For example, the
University of Louisianat Lafayette established itself as

0 K Bnivérsité des Acadiehs 2y AdGa fSGOGSNKSFR®
Moreover, the largest ambulance service in the region is
called Acadian Ambulance and uses @aun flag as a

logo. Similarly, just by opening a telephone book you
could feel like you are in an Acadian region of Canada if it
were not for the "x" at the end of French surnames. Even

major events during the yeasuch asNoél au Village Bhoto:

Acadian Ambulance
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